adolescents. It reflects the immense experience and sensitive wisdom of its author who has made the gynaecology of childhood a life-long interest.
The first half of the book deals with normal puberty, secondary sexual development, the menarche, the endocrinology and the control of the onset of puberty. The major advances in knowledge of these subjects over the last 20 years are reviewed clearly with important facts and thoughtful discussion. These chapters contain much that will be of value to those who need to reassure as well as to those who wish to understand the mechanisms.
In the second half of the book the major disorders of puberty, precocious and delayed puberty and menstrual disorders of puberty are discussed, with a final chapter about other problems at the time ofpuberty including abnormal growth, breast disorders, acne and hirsutism. These chapters give lively accounts of the clinical conditions and sensitive reviews of management, a delightful mixture of scholarship and kind practical advice.
Advances in the understanding of puberty, so well reviewed in this book, are opening the way to new methods of treatment: sadly these receive little mention and this is a disappointment. Those who wish to read of the use of LRH in disorders of puberty still need to consult original articles, but this book will give a sound theoretical and clinical basis for such further exploration. Karger 1984 In 1959, in the pages of this journal, Dr John Hodson described the radiological changes of chronic atrophic pyelonephritis and a year later, with his colleague Dr David Edwards, he pointed out the association of these changes (now fashionably termed reflux nephropathy) with vesicoureteric reflux (VUR). This opened up a major new field of paediatric nephrology and urology but many of the issues then raised remain unresolved to this day. These include the relative roles of infection and raised bladder pressure in the pathogenesis of renal scarring, the optimal management for children who have urinary infection and reflux and the relationship of scarring to renal function and hypertension.
The present volume, edited by Dr Hodson and his colleagues Professor Heptinstall and Professor Winberg, gives an account of the latest of a series of workshops held over the years which have sought to resolve these issues. The topics include clinical and experimental studies of hypertension, renal and bladder function, covert bacteriuria, bacterial virulence factors, the pathogenesis of scarring, imaging techniques and the genetics of VUR. All the contributions provide a stimulating personal view as well as being excellent sources of reference, and the discussion is always lively.
This book is essential reading for all who are working in the field and will also be of great interest to any who have even a fringe association with these subjects. New York: Alan R Liss 1984 This is primarily a book for red cell enthusiasts, based on a conference held in October 1983. It has a sense of occasion, with some set piece reviews like those of Herman Lehman on the history of thalassaemia, Donald Paglia on red cell nucleotides, and Steven Goodman 6n erythrocyte membrane protein 4.1, together with some memorable items of discussion displaying either the participants' illuminating comments or, in some cases, their freely displayed prejudices. There is much here to fascinate the casual bystander, such as the papers on the red cell relationship with the malarial parasite and the various approaches to producing clinically useful blood substitutes for transfusion. In addition to considering various oxygen-carrying solutions and 'red cell surrogates', we are introduced to a procedure for removing A and B antigenicity from red cells so that all donor blood may be used for transfusion universally. For the clinician, Dr Nagel gives a short but impressive account of the multigenetic factors predisposing to painful crises in the patient with sickle cell anaemia. I enjoyed the book, but whether all 570 pages, including sometimes rather trivial triple-spaced typed discussion, are justified is open to doubt. The book is.well produced with clear diagrams and excellent radiographs. This may explain the rather high price. Spelling and printing errors are few. The word 'regime' appears frequently instead of 'regimen' and one chest radiograph has been printed the wrong way round. The editor has done well to avoid conflicts in style and opinion. One chapter contributed from outside the UK would have benefited from further editing. The book is in general well written and readable considering the amount of information it contains.
The subjects covered range from historical and epidemiological aspects through hormonal syndromes, diagnosis and treatment, including the control of postoperative pain and photoradiation. Michael Bates has contributed a chapter on his personal experience of operative treatment. The chapter on computed tomography is particularly well written. The views expressed and advice given are generally well balanced.
The technique of percutaneous needle biopsy is discussed in detail. However, some would be more critical on the indications for this procedure, especially in the case of those with emphysema or after a pneumonectomy. One omission that could be rectified in a second edition is a chapter on terminal care.
The aims of the editor have been achieved and this book will be of value to both physicians and surgeons. The fourth volume in the series 'Progress in Obstetrics and Gynaecology' is excellent reading. This is the biggest volume so far and is extremely good value.
The successful formula involves, first, the choice of interesting and relevant growing points; the chapters are written by experts on the subject. Particularly commendable is the involvement of registrars and lecturers, to whom the book is partly directed. The 25 essays stand by themselves, but it is implicit that anyone reading this book has a basic working knowledge of obstetrics and gynaecology. The first chapter describes the relationship between the gynaecologist and the patient, and the next describes the interaction between the gynaecologist, patient and the lawyera logical step but not inevitable, if we follow the sound advice here. The book then covers 12 obstetrical and 11 gynaecological topics. Malcolm Pearce and Stuart Campbell write well on ultrasound. Professor Beischer and colleagues review intrauterine growth retardation and it is disappointing to note that there is little apparent progress in placental testing. Roger Pepperell dis-cusses infertility expertly but too succinctly. I would have liked at least.double the chapter size with more detailed discussion, especially when comparing the size of companion chapters on nonspecific aspects of reproductive failure. Adam Magos and the editor contribute a good chapter on the premenstrual syndrome.
This book should be on all our shelves. It is easy to read and is essential for MRCOG candidates and for those consultants about to take PROLOG. This book comprises the edited proceedings of an international symposium on senile dementia held in Lausanne, Switzerland in May 1983. It includes 42 chapters prepared by 73 authors (31 Swiss) from many different disciplines. Most of the contributions highlight our present lack of precise knowledge about many aspects of senile dementia of Alzheimer's type (SDAT). Some chapters are informative and well written and there are 44 illustrations. References are generally up-to-date at the time of the symposium. The editors appear, how-
